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Piper starts Potter’s Field monument fund in Lewiston

SUBMITTED BY RUSS PIPER
Village of Lewiston Historian

Moving along now that the dedi-
cation of the Presbyterian Church
and Cemetery have taken place, 1
am starting a new project. Apart
from regular cleaning, I'm hoping
to move forward to placing a per-
manent granite monument in the
Potter’s Field behind the old stone
church.

The Potter’s Field was started
in the 1850s to bury the poor,
residents, runaway slaves who
didn’t complete their journey to

freedom in Canada, persons pass-
ing through the village, and lastly
those who succumbed to the chol-
era and Spanish flu epidemics.
Closed to burials in the 1920s,
these unknown persons rest with
no acknowledgement of their
plight. They, too, whomever they
may have been, are indeed a chap-
ter in Lewiston’s history. Their
story needs to be known both now
and for the future.

In conversations with Mayor
Anne Welch; Tom Collister, cu-
rator of the Lewiston Historical

Museum; and Eva Nicklas, artis-
tic director of the Lewiston Arts
Council, I have decided to start a
fundraiser seeking donations to
help me to erect a permanent, yet
simple granite marker to acknowl-
edge these unknown souls. Albeit
my ultimate goal is to be able to ac-
quire funding for the resetting and
repair, including missing dates on
the existing markers.

The Village Bicentennial is but
less than a year away, but it is of
importance to be able to showcase
the oldest cemetery in the county

IN THE NEWS

in good light for those who stop
to visit or pay respects to those at
rest within its hallowed ground.
Bearing all of this in mind, I have
arranged a Potter’s Field monu-
ment fund with the village clerk’s
office. I hope to achieve a goal of
$2,500-$3,000 to erect a perma-
nent memorial to these souls as
their part in Lewiston’s rich and
vast history. This amount includes
the marker, lettering and place-
ment in the Potter’s Field section
in the older part of the cemetery.
Anyone wishing to help with this

project can donate to the fund in
person or by mail in ¢/o the Vil
lage Clerk’s Office, 145 N. Fourth
St., Lewiston.

As a seventh-generation mem-
ber of the Piper family and current
village historian, it is important to
preserve Lewiston’s history, and a
labor of love for me to be a part of
its historical preservation.

I'wish to extend a heartfelt thank
you in advance for any assistance
in bringing this project to life.

Our Lady of Peace
appoints new
executive director

On Oct. 26, Susan Keegan,
LNHA, PT, DPT, MBA, RAC-CT,
began serving as the executive
director of Our Lady of Peace on
the Mount St. Mary’s Hospital
campus in Lewiston.

A press release stated, “Su-
san joins us with a tremendous
amount of experience in health
care. Most recently, Susan has
served as the director of ortho-
pedics, neurosurgery, pain man-
agement and gastroenterology
at Lancaster Medical, located
in Western New York. In this
role, she was responsible for
11 outpatient and five inpatient
locations, as well as all surgical
services. She also previously had
oversight of a 70-bed rehabilita-
tion unit located within a 160-bed

skilled nursing facility. As a phys-
ical therapist, Susan has provid-
ed direct care and operational
oversight for therapy provided
in acute, subacute, long-term,
sports and cardiopulmonary
care settings.

“Living in Lewiston, Susan
strives to bring positive change
to her own community. We warm-
ly welcome Susan and are excit-
ed to see the amazing things that
she will contribute to Our Lady
of Peace.”

Tuscarora Heroes
remembrance

ceremony Sunday

At 9 am. Sunday, Dec. 19,
there will be a brief ceremony
recognizing the 208th anniversa-
ry of the Tuscarora Heroes cou-
rageous actions. The event will
take place at the Tuscarora He-
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Homeowner Funding enables families to make
necessary energy efficient home repairs who:

+ ARE UNABLE TO PAY CASH FOR
NECESSARY HOME REPAIRS.

+ CANNOT AFFORD HIGH OR ADDITIONAL
MONTHLY PAYMENTS.

+ HAVE BEEN TURNED DOWN FOR FREE
STATE OR GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS.

QUALIFY TODAY:

(800) 736-9629

or visit NYImprovementFund.com

Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING

roes Monument at Portage Road
and Center Street in Lewiston.

On Dec. 19, 1813, the Tusca-
roras saved the lives of many
Lewiston citizens by stalling the
British attack during the War of
1812. The extra minutes enabled
about 100 Lewiston citizens to
run for their lives and escape
down Ridge Road to points east.
Still, about a dozen local citizens
were killed in the attack, the vil-
lage was burned to the ground,
and the Tuscarora Village was
also destroyed.

The bronze monument was
dedicated in 2013 as a perma-
nent testament of thanksgiving
from the people of Lewiston to
the Tuscarora Nation.

The public is invited to attend
this remembrance. There will be
a fellowship breakfast at Syros
Restaurant immediately follow-
ing the ceremony.

Niagara County to
participate in statewide
STOP-DWI holiday
campaign
Sheriff Michael J. Filicetti an-
nounced Niagara County law

enforcement agencies will par-
ticipate in a special high-visibility

engagement campaign on im-
paired driving.

His team said, “In a combined
effort to stop impaired driving,
prevent injuries and save lives,
law enforcement officers across
New York state will take to the
roads. The statewide STOP-DWI
holiday season high-visibility
engagement campaign starts on
Dec. 17 and will end on Jan. 1.
The Niagara County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, as well as law enforcement
agencies across Niagara County,
will be out in force.”

The STOP-DWI holiday high-
visibility engagement campaign
is one of many initiatives promot-
ed by STOP-DWI New York and
the Governor’s Traffic Safety
Committee. The statewide cam-
paign also targets 4th of July, La-
bor Day, Halloween, Thanksgiv-
ing, Memorial Day, Super Bowl
weekend and St. Patrick’s Day.

NCSO noted, “While STOP-
DWI efforts across New York
have led to significant reductions
in the numbers of alcohol- and
drug-related fatalities, still too
many lives are being lost because
of crashes caused by drunk or
impaired drivers. Highly visible,
highly publicized efforts like
the STOP-DWI high-visibility
engagement campaign aim to

7~

&
MKER%T
IN THE SQUARE

535 Division St. Twin City Highway

oPEN DAILY! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM

VIS US @LI uldE WIS FER
QU WIEENEY SREGNLS

themarketinthesquare.com

North Tonawanda - 693-2802

SUN 7AM - 7PM

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

Wheels For

53 Your C

» Free Vehicle Pick Up

. - We Accept Most Vel

Donation Foundation d/b/a W Wishes. To learn mor

Northeast New York

NOW More Than Ever!

ricles Running or Not

e Call: (817) 798-9474

'@ about Our Programs or

Wishes

t"f('m'/i!r’ny

Make-A-Wish®

ar Donations Matter

ANYWHERE * 100% Tax Deductible

= Minimal To No Human Contact

WheelsForWishes.org

financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WHITE CHAPEL MEMORIAL PARK

3210 Niagara Falls Blvd.

White Chapel Memorial Park is Western New York's Finest Burial Park
IT 1S ANON-SECTARIAN CEMETERY AND OPEN TO EVERYONE

S as unique as our open, pictur-
} 1 esque, landscaped memorial
8| park. The feling is majestic and
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further reduce the incidence of
drunk and impaired driving.”

Candlelight Christmas
Eve service at First
Presbyterian Church

of Lewiston

The First Presbyterian Church
of Lewiston will open its doors
to the community on Christmas
Eve. All are welcome to attend
the candlelight service in the
historic Old Stone Church at
505 Cayuga St. “This is Noel - a
Christmas Eve Service of music
and story,” will begin at 6 p.m.
Robert Hull, music director for
the church and renowned West-
ern New York organist, will di-
rect the choir.

The church, established in
1817, is the oldest and most his-
toric in the village. It played a
significant spiritual role in many
of Lewiston’s most historic mile-
stones. Of particular note, was
its place in the history surround-
ing the Underground Railroad.
During this important Civil War
period, a bright light was dis-
played in The Old Stone Church
steeple as a signal to Canadian
neighbors that slaves were about
to be transported across the Ni-
agara River to their shores and
freedom.

Parking is available in front of
the church and in a large lot di-
rectly behind.

Per state order, masks are re-
quired indoors.

We welcome your submissions.

If you would like the Sentinel
to publish a story or photo of
a notable event in your life
or a community snapshot of
your service organization...

E-mail it to:
Sentinel@wnypapers.com
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Village Diner

425 Main St., Youngstown * 716-745-9858
~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~

MONCLOSED NEW HOURS*
TUE 6AM-2PM* - Spaghetti and Meatballs,
Chicken Parm, Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm
WED 6AM-2PM* - Fried Baloney and Onion
Bomber, Hot Roast Beef Sandwich or Fish
THURS 6AM-2PM* - Meatloaf or
Fish - Haddock - Battered, Breaded, Baked
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eqgs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Cuosep Crristmas Day - Happy Hotipays
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